
 View weather
 View tide data

 

Your Council  
News and Events

The latest Council news and events

Meet the team

Our staff and elected representatives

Meetings and Agendas

Find out about upcoming meetings and read agendas

Community outcomes

Social, economic, environmental and cultural wellbeing

Requests for Information

How to request official information from the Council

Visit the Chatham Islands

The Chathams Islands is a remote, awe-inspiring place

Local elections 2022

Information on the upcoming local election

Subscribe to our newsletter

Previous newsletters

Our submissions

Services  
Primary Services
Infrastructure Waste Management Pest Management Biodiversity Emergency Management Resource
Management
Community and Culture
Animal Control Cemeteries Library Services Gambling Venues Policy Historic Places Heartlands
Rates, Consents and Licensing
Your Rates Building and Resource Consents Food and Alcohol Licensing Council Dues & Charges
Coastal Services
Port Charges Navigation Safety Swing Moorings Marine Pests
Environmental Data
Rainfall Data River Flow and Water Level Data Soil Temperature Data Tide Predictions Water Quality
Data Wind Data
Essential Freshwater package
What are the new regulations? Freshwater Farm Plans Wetland management Stock exclusion Fish
passage

Documents  
Annual Plan

Sets out our work and priorities for the next financial year

Long-Term Plan

Our work and priorities for the next decade

Annual Report

An overview of the Council’s activity

Resource Management Document
 View weather

 View tide data

 

Your Council  
News and Events

The latest Council news and events

Meet the team

Our staff and elected representatives

Meetings and Agendas

Find out about upcoming meetings and read agendas

Community outcomes

Social, economic, environmental and cultural wellbeing

Requests for Information

How to request official information from the Council

Visit the Chatham Islands

The Chathams Islands is a remote, awe-inspiring place

Local elections 2022

Information on the upcoming local election

Subscribe to our newsletter

Previous newsletters

Our submissions

Services  
Primary Services
Infrastructure Waste Management Pest Management Biodiversity Emergency Management Resource
Management
Community and Culture
Animal Control Cemeteries Library Services Gambling Venues Policy Historic Places Heartlands
Rates, Consents and Licensing
Your Rates Building and Resource Consents Food and Alcohol Licensing Council Dues & Charges
Coastal Services
Port Charges Navigation Safety Swing Moorings Marine Pests
Environmental Data
Rainfall Data River Flow and Water Level Data Soil Temperature Data Tide Predictions Water Quality
Data Wind Data
Essential Freshwater package
What are the new regulations? Freshwater Farm Plans Wetland management Stock exclusion Fish
passage

Documents  
Annual Plan

Sets out our work and priorities for the next financial year

Long-Term Plan

Our work and priorities for the next decade

Annual Report

An overview of the Council’s activity

Resource Management Document

Resource management framework summary

Regional Land Transport Programme

Transport priorities for 2021 – 2031

http://www.metservice.com/towns-cities/chatham-islands
https://www.linz.govt.nz/sea/tides/tide-predictions
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/news-and-events/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/meet-the-team/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/meetings-and-agendas/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/community-outcomes/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/requests-for-information/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/visit-the-chatham-islands/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/local-elections-2022/
http://eepurl.com/hcVHxj
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=0d7d1b7e2a53c8cd46868914d&id=35e8af1465
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/our-submissions/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/primary-services/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/primary-services/infrastructure/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/primary-services/waste-management/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/primary-services/pest-management/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/primary-services/biodiversity/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/primary-services/emergency-management/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/primary-services/resource-management/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/community-and-culture/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/community-and-culture/animal-control/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/community-and-culture/cemeteries/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/community-and-culture/library-services/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/community-and-culture/gambling-policy/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/community-and-culture/historic-places/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/community-and-culture/heartlands/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/rates-consents-and-licensing/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/rates-consents-and-licensing/your-rates/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/rates-consents-and-licensing/building-and-resource-consents/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/rates-consents-and-licensing/alcohol-licensing/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/rates-consents-and-licensing/council-dues-and-charges/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/coastal-services/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/coastal-services/port-charges/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/coastal-services/navigation-safety/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/coastal-services/swing-moorings/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/coastal-services/marine-pests/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/environmental-data/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/environmental-data/rainfall-data/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/environmental-data/river-flow-and-water-level-data/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/environmental-data/soil-temperature-data/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/environmental-data/tide-predictions/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/environmental-data/water-quality-data/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/environmental-data/wind-data/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/essential-freshwater-package/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/essential-freshwater-package/what-are-the-new-regulations/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/essential-freshwater-package/freshwater-farm-plans/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/essential-freshwater-package/wetland-management/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/essential-freshwater-package/stock-exclusion/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/essential-freshwater-package/fish-passage/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/chatham-islands-council-annual-plan-202324/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/long-term-plan-2021-2031/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/annual-report-202223/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/resource-management-document-2020/
http://www.metservice.com/towns-cities/chatham-islands
https://www.linz.govt.nz/sea/tides/tide-predictions
https://www.facebook.com/CICNZ
mailto:info@chathamislands.govt.nz
tel:+64033050033
https://www.google.co.nz/maps/place/Chatham+Islands+Council/@-43.9689804,-176.5858711,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x72b3c201d8753add:0x56556df620195c52!8m2!3d-43.9689843!4d-176.5836824
http://www.metservice.com/towns-cities/chatham-islands
https://www.linz.govt.nz/sea/tides/tide-predictions
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/news-and-events/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/meet-the-team/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/meetings-and-agendas/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/community-outcomes/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/requests-for-information/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/visit-the-chatham-islands/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/local-elections-2022/
http://eepurl.com/hcVHxj
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=0d7d1b7e2a53c8cd46868914d&id=35e8af1465
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/our-submissions/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/primary-services/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/primary-services/infrastructure/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/primary-services/waste-management/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/primary-services/pest-management/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/primary-services/biodiversity/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/primary-services/emergency-management/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/primary-services/resource-management/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/community-and-culture/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/community-and-culture/animal-control/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/community-and-culture/cemeteries/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/community-and-culture/library-services/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/community-and-culture/gambling-policy/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/community-and-culture/historic-places/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/community-and-culture/heartlands/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/rates-consents-and-licensing/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/rates-consents-and-licensing/your-rates/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/rates-consents-and-licensing/building-and-resource-consents/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/rates-consents-and-licensing/alcohol-licensing/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/rates-consents-and-licensing/council-dues-and-charges/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/coastal-services/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/coastal-services/port-charges/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/coastal-services/navigation-safety/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/coastal-services/swing-moorings/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/coastal-services/marine-pests/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/environmental-data/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/environmental-data/rainfall-data/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/environmental-data/river-flow-and-water-level-data/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/environmental-data/soil-temperature-data/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/environmental-data/tide-predictions/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/environmental-data/water-quality-data/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/environmental-data/wind-data/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/essential-freshwater-package/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/essential-freshwater-package/what-are-the-new-regulations/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/essential-freshwater-package/freshwater-farm-plans/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/essential-freshwater-package/wetland-management/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/essential-freshwater-package/stock-exclusion/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/essential-freshwater-package/fish-passage/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/chatham-islands-council-annual-plan-202324/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/long-term-plan-2021-2031/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/annual-report-202223/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/resource-management-document-2020/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/regional-land-transport-programme-2021-2031/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/dog-control-policy-and-bylaw/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/vehicles-on-beaches-bylaw-2022/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/rates-remission-policy-on-maori-and-moriori-freehold-land/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/navigation-safety-bylaws-2013/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/cdem-group-plan-2018-22/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/investment-strategy-2019/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/annual-plan-202223/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/document-search/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/contact/
http://www.metservice.com/towns-cities/chatham-islands
https://www.linz.govt.nz/sea/tides/tide-predictions
https://www.facebook.com/CICNZ
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/news-and-events/2021/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/news-and-events/2021/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/news-and-events/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/meet-the-team/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/meetings-and-agendas/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/community-outcomes/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/requests-for-information/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/visit-the-chatham-islands/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/local-elections-2022/
http://eepurl.com/hcVHxj
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=0d7d1b7e2a53c8cd46868914d&id=35e8af1465
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/our-submissions/
javascript:window.print()
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/news-and-events/2021/keeping-the-chathams-safe-from-pests/downloadpdf
https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/300271995/the-chathams-covid19-and-the-german-wasp-invasion
javascript:window.print()
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/news-and-events/2021/keeping-the-chathams-safe-from-pests/downloadpdf
mailto:info@chathamislands.govt.nz
tel:+64033050033
https://www.google.co.nz/maps/place/Chatham+Islands+Council/@-43.9689804,-176.5858711,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x72b3c201d8753add:0x56556df620195c52!8m2!3d-43.9689843!4d-176.5836824
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/local-elections-2022/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/news-and-events/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/meet-the-team/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/meetings-and-agendas/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/community-outcomes/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/requests-for-information/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/your-council/visit-the-chatham-islands/
http://eepurl.com/hcVHxj
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/primary-services/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/community-and-culture/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/rates-consents-and-licensing/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/coastal-services/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/environmental-data/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/services/essential-freshwater-package/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/documents/document-search/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/contact/
https://www.facebook.com/CICNZ/
https://www.facebook.com/CICemergencymanagement/
http://eepurl.com/hcVHxj
https://www.civildefence.govt.nz/
https://chathamislands.co.nz/
https://ecan.govt.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/CICNZ
https://www.govt.nz/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/privacy/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/copyright/
http://ecan1.cwp.govt.nz/accessibility/


Resource management framework summary

Regional Land Transport Programme

Transport priorities for 2021 – 2031

Dog Control Policy & Bylaw

Dog Control Bylaw overview

Vehicles on Beaches Bylaw

Waitangi Beach vehicle bylaw

Rates Remission Policy on Māori & Moriori Freehold Land

Navigation Safety Bylaws

Managing boating and other activities on water

CDEM Group Plan

Understanding hazards and risks to build capability

Investment Strategy

A report on the Chatham Islands economy

Annual Plan

Sets out our work and priorities for the next financial year

Search all Documents

Contact
 View weather

 View tide data

Search site  

News and Events / 2021

News and Events
Meet the team
Meetings and Agendas
Community outcomes
Requests for Information
Visit the Chatham Islands
Local elections 2022
Subscribe to our newsletter
Previous newsletters
Our submissions

Keeping the Chathams safe from pests
• Last Updated 28 Oct 2022

 

Anyone can spot a wallaby, but are you aware of the many little nasties that our biosecurity team work tirelessly
to catch before they get their hooks, claws, or teeny tiny little insect legs stuck into the Chatham Islands?

What’s the risk?
Given the relative isolation of the Chatham Islands, we have the benefit of limited means of access to our
Islands, which makes monitoring these access points more manageable. On the other hand, if something does
get in, it could be devastation for our ecosystem as a spread could affect everyone if not dealt with swiftly.

What’s being done?
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Border control

We have an active border control in New Zealand, performing checks and treatments of freight prior to shipping
or air travel.

This can be challenging, especially with the likes of the sneaky nasties that actively try to hide, like the German
wasp of the red-back spider.

We also have to be careful with any equipment that is second-hand. One sneaky bit of dirt with some seeds of
Chilean needle grass on a wheel could send us reeling.

Equipment and barge destined for Chathams

With Pitt Island we have a 'border within a border'. Pitt Island is incredibly unique for many reasons. Not in the
least is its 'Rat and Possum free' status. Considering Pitt Island has seen human activity and presence for
centuries, having a rat free status is almost unheard of!

Surveillance

We also perform regular surveys and surveillance on the Island. Given the importance of our marine
environments to our economy, keeping a close eye on what’s going on under water is just as important.

Hull check by dive team

We carry out twice annual dive surveys at the four main ports, checking that no pest species (did you know
there are a bunch of crab pests that are high on the unwanted list?) are sneaking in.
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Dive surveys

On-Island plant and animal control

There are some pests that exist on the Islands where total eradication is possible. This includes Canada Geese
and broom and a few others. Work goes in to controlling these pests, aiming for complete eradication

There are other pests that we won’t be able to eradicate, so work is focussed on containment, so the pest
doesn’t spread. You’ll be well aware that gorse is the number one culprit on this front.

Sprayed gorse

We currently work with landowners to contract in a helicopter service to keep it in check, but we are exploring
alternative methods. One option we’re exploring is gorse mulching, which though not cheap, would make land
instantly useable, which is an attractive benefit.

Who’s doing the work?
Keri Moir and Robin Seymour are the Chatham Islands resident Biosecurity Officers. They are staff employed
through the Council’s contract with Environment Canterbury, and supported by Steve Palmer. A number of other
contractors also help with various parts of the whole Chatham Islands Biosecurity work.

Is there anything I can do to help?
There sure is! Familiarise yourself with the threatening pests, those sneaky ones that could slip through the
gaps. In particular, the likes of the plague skinks, Argentine ants, German wasps and red-backed spiders.

If you spot it and report it fast, it will give us a better chance of dealing with it quickly just like the success of
last year’s battle of the German wasp invasion. That’s another story, but it was impressive enough to have an
article on Stuff(external link)!
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